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Introduction

Under the 2007 work programme of INFORSE and its activities in Macedonia, Eco-
sense focused on the topic of implementation of EU legislation in Macedonia following the new
European Energy Treaty. The signing of the Treaty requires certain EU environmental
legislation to be implemented in Macedonia and in other countries participating in the Treaty.
This includes, among others, policies to support renewable energy and energy efficiency. Within
the budget of EUR 2004,36 Eco-sense accomplished the following activities:

A Published and distributed 200 copies of an analysis of the EU policies to be
implemented in Macedonia, containing specific recommendations to the Macedonian
government in Macedonian;

A Organised a seminar for participants from NGOs, Governmental institutions and Energy
Agencies;

A Developed a summary of the publication and recommendations in English;

A Wrote an article for the Sustainable Energy News; and

A UpdatedEco-sensebds web page with information

Activities realized under the programme
Publication

Eco-sense analysed the current environmental problems, social issues and general
condition of the environment in Macedonia in this publication. The publication also contains
analysis of the EU directives (Directives 2003/54/EC, 2003/30/EC, 2001/77/EC and regulation
1228/2003) connected with renewable energy, as well as an overview of the approximation of
the current Macedonian Law on energy with the EU legislation. The publication also contains
special chapter on transport, initiatives connected to renewable energy in the transport sector,
and environmental impacts as well as greenhouse gas emissions of the sector. The final
chapter of the publication is the recommendations to the Government of Macedonia, the
Ministry of economy, the municipalities and the Macedonian citizens, resulting from the Seminar
organised by Eco-sense that NGOs and Governmental officials attended.

The publication has been published in 200 copies, and distributed to interested NGOs,
participants of the Seminar (that Eco-sense organised within this programme), and in the public
relations office under the Ministry of environment of Macedonia.
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Seminar

Eco-sense organised a one day seminar for Governmental officials, NGOs, energy
agencies and interested representatives from the business sector on 29 of November 2007. The
seminar was organised in the meeting hall of the Regional Environmental Center in Skopje.
The seminar was organised in order to present the
European Directives on energy, Eco-s ense6s recommendat.i
the Government and to give an overvi
active work in the field of renewable and energy efficiency, their
vision and the global picture regarding EU policies.
Presentations given on the seminar were by Eco-s e ns e 8 s
staff Irena Srbinoska, entitled AComparative analysis between the
Law of Energy in the Republic of Macedonia, guidelines and
regulations and European Policy- EC Directives related to energyi
and Julijana Daskalov, entitled ARecommendations and conclusions
for more effective transposition of the European Directives in
Macedoniafi Gunnar Boye Olesen from INFORSE Europe started
his presentation with a description of INFORSE, then touched upon
“i® jssues such as climate change, global warming, fossil fuels and
nuclear energy and presented the vision of INFORSE Europe on the CO, emissions, energy
production and renewable energy supply. At the end, the presentation was focused on the
European policies on energy and | NFORSEOGs demands
The agenda of the Seminar and list of participants can be found in Annex 1 and Annex

2.

Five NGOs active in energy related issues were present at the seminar. Other
participants included institutions such as: Ministry of economy, Government of Macedonia-
Sector for eurointegration, Agency for energy, and business sector: Mepso (energy distributing
company), Makstil (metal industry), Terna (construction company), Gama (natural gas
distribution company) and Sieto (company for innovative production of energy efficient
appliances). The total number of participants was 21.

After the presentations, a very lively discussion among the participants followed. The
Ministry of economy informed the participants that the new energy legislation in Macedonia is
under preparation and that there is also the initiative to prepare the Strategy for renewable
energy use in Macedonia. Additionally, it is expected that by early spring 2008, a special
regulation on building energy efficiency will be in place and ready to be implemented.

An interesting topic for discussion was the use of nuclear energy and the debate was
around the stability of renewable energy sources versus the stability of nuclear energy. The
representative of Sieto gave a short information about how Macedonia could use EUR 500
million (a sum of money intended for the investment in the Bulgarian NPP) in a solar plant and
ensure a long lasting, secure source of energy.
Foreign investments were also a topic of the
discussion. Feed-in tariffs enable investors to install
capacities in the country. Credit lines will soon be
available for interested investors. As essential part
of the discussion was the need for raising public
awareness in order to increase energy saving.
Gunnar Boye Olesen gave examples from EU for
both stimulating households to save more energy
and raise the awareness of the broader audience.

The seminar was considered to be very successful by the participants. They were
satisfied by the content, translation provided and requested a follow-up on the topic.
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The seminar was publicized by the Eco-sense web page www.ekosvest.com.mk
(http://www.ekosvest.com.mk/home/vest2 _mac.html) on the home page, via press release (see
in Annex 3, in Macedonian language), on the www.eko.net.mk portal
(http://www.eko.net.mk/news/newsDetail.asp?kategorija=undefined&mesec=11&godina=2007 &i
dType=1&vestld=2895) and on the distribution e-mail lists of Eco-sense.

Article

Eco-sense wrote an article in English for the Sustainable Energy News in December
2007. The article presented the Seminar and the outcomes of the event, as well as the
recommendations developed by Eco-sense.

In the December 2007 issue of the Sustainable Energy News, the Seminar was also
presented through an article entitled: Macedonia is implementing EU legislation- but not yet in
practice. See the scanned article in Annex 4.

Summary

A Summary of the publication and recommendations was prepared in English and
published on the Eco-sense website. The paper was published on the www.seedw.org website,
visited by organizations from the whole region, especially countries signatories of the European
Energy Treaty. The paper was also published on the Eco-sense website on
http://www.ekosvest.com.mk/energy/energy eng.html.
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Websites

Eco-sense translated and published the description for INFORSE in Macedonian
language. The description is located at
http://www.ekosvest.com.mk/energy/dokumenti/info_inforse _mac.html.
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Annex 1.
Agenda of the seminar

AAnalysis of the Energy Law in the Republic of Macedonia and its respective
approximation to European Policy - Inforse Europe experiences from last 15 years of
activity in the area of sustainable energyii

Agenda:

13:00 Welcome on the workshop , Ana Colovic, Director of the Center for environmental
research and information

13: 15 AComparative analysis between the Law of Energy in the Republic of Macedonia,
guidelines and regulations and European Policy- EC Directives related to energyi
T Irena Srbinoska, Eco-sense

13:40 MARecommendations and conclusions for more effective transposition of the
European Directives in Macedoniafi Julijana Daskalov, Eco -sense

14:00 Coffee break

14:15 AGlobal picture, our visions, and EU policyf+ Gunnar Boyle Olesen, Inforse
Europe

15:00 Discussion, questions and answers

15:45 Conclusion from the discussion

16:00 Closing of workshop
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Annex 2.

List of participants at the Seminar entitled AAnalysis of the Energy Law in the Republic of
Macedonia and its respective approximation to European Policy - Inforse Europe experiences
from last 15 years of activity in the area of sustainable energynf
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Annex 3.
Press release for the Seminar
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Annex 4.
Article in Sustainable Energy News

Macedonia is Implementing EU Legislation

- But Not Yet in Practice

On November 30, 2007, Eco-sense and
INFORSE-Europe organised a seminar
on EU energy policy and their implemen-
tation in Macedonia.

The seminar brought together 20 par-
ticipants representing NGOs, officials,
research, ministries, companies, and the
Macedonian power transmission operator.

Macedonia has joined the South East
European Energy Treaty, which entered
into force in 2006; the country also became
an EU candidate country in 2006.

Both of these developments require
Macedonia to implement the EU legislation
on energy markets and on environment.

It was clear from the analysis presented
at the seminar by Eco-sense that the status
as a candidate country has a much larger
effect for Macedonian legislation than the
SEE Energy Treaty, which only requires
a few of the EU policies for environment
and renewable energy to be implemented.
Macedonia is progressing well in adopting
EU legislation on environment and energy;
but the practical implementation of the
EU-rules requires secondary legislation
(bylaws and decrees etc.) that are not in
place yet.

Sustainable Energy News

Therefore, most of the EU legisla-
tion is not enforced in Macedonia
for the time being. Some inter-
esting developments are taking
place, however: Macedonia has ¢
adopted a feed-in tariff of almost |¥%

9 Eur-cent/kWh for renewable ‘
electricity, and many investors
are working on wind-power
and small hydropower projects.
Until now problems with grid
connections have held back the
development, but there are hopes
that this will be improved.

One issue of particular con-
cern for many NGOs is Mace-
donia’s decision to buy a share
of the proposed Bulgarian power
plant Belena of not less than 500
million Euro. This was a decision of the
previous government and many NGOs
hope that the present government will step
back and not make the formal agreement
that would be the next step.
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The old stone
bridge
in Skopje

Bridging the gap in Skopje.

The Seminar was held at the Regional Environmen-
tal Center (REC) office in Skopje.

More inforamtion:
www.inforse.org/europe/seminar07_
Macedonia.htm
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